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ABSIBACT 

During the 1974^75 school yeari 11 Minneapolis public 
secondary schools iormd. Student fidvisory Ccfflialttees (SIC' s) as one 
of the coBdlticns of their receiving Ptderal aesegr egation funds 
und^x the provisions of th€ Biergency School 413 ict CESAi) , No IS AS 
funds Kere allotted for opetation of th# SkC^m, however* Thm 11 
schools with SIC a lacluded eigb^ junior highs and three 
highs* a^ccording to Pederal BSAA regulations^ tie SAC in 
was supposed to cciistitute a "true crosE section^' of tJie 
hody* The SAC was to i^ETre as th€ students* voice in the 
of school prograinsi incliiaingf for e:^ampla^ the reading 



senxor 
each school 
stride nt 
iiproveffleiit 
and Counselor 



Aid^ ptogxaa^ fand^fl unaer MSlk in Minneapolis, fit the regusst of tha 
Minneapolis ESAA Project Adaimistratot, staff from the flinn^apolis 
Schools' Seseaxch and ivaluation Dapartflieat studied SkC mefflhership 
and cperatioa* This study answered two guestionss (1> Did tha SAC's 
follow Federal ESAfi rigulatioBS during 1974-75? It nas concliided that 
given the anbigiaity of BSAi r^giilations and avoiding their literal 
intexpEetation^ most of th« .schools made a good faith atteipt to 
elect sac's fairly tepreseiitiiig their raaial groups. HoweFtEr 5 of 
the 11 SACt s Mere not elected by students* {2) Boir did the SAC's 
operate duriag 197^-757 It iias found that each cf the SIC s oet once 
a mojith 01 aorer the a?€rage# Ihe SAC»s ^ponsoced a -variety of 
educationalt sooialy and othei activities* (aiitliot/J^) 
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Student Advisory Committees in 
Minneflpol is Public Secondary Schools 
Pflrtlclpating In the l974=7S 
Efnergenc>^ School Aid A.ct Project 

SU^WARY 



iluTing the 1974^?5 schocl Ksftf* H Minjioapolis public secondary schools fovirieil 
Student Advisory Conyfltttee I (SaC's) as one of the conditions of their Teceivlng 
federal desegregfltlQn fundj under the provisions of the Emergency Sehool Aid Act 
(liSM). NO fiSAA funds wer^ allotted for operation of the SAC*Sp however. 

The 11 school s v^ith BACH included 8 junior highs CAnthony* Bryant, Franklin^ 
JeffeTson, Jordan, Olson, Phililpi, and Ramsey) and 3 sgnior highs (Cintral, Nonh, 
and Washburn) . 

According to federal ESM regulationSj the SAC in each school was supposed to 
constitute m *-tru^ cross section' » of the student body. The SAC was io s^rve as the 
students^ voice in tjie impTOvemiiit of school programB; including , fox example, th^ 
reading and Counselor Aide piograffls funded under ESAA in Minneapolis . 

At the requast of the Minneapolis ESAA Project Administrator » staff from the 
Minneapolis Schools' Res eatch end Evaluation Department stuaied SAC menibership and 
operations . 

tl\is study answered tv^o questions; 

1, Did the SAC'S foll cw fsderal, ESAA regulations j^rijg_L9^^_^^ 

As required by federal Tegulatjons , each of the 11 S^C^s had at least 6 student 
members. SAC size ranged froni i to 30 meiiibers, with an average of about 15, Each 
nSAA secondary school also lalectid studt^nts to serve on a city-wide or Districtwid© 
SAC . 

Given the anibigiJlty of ESM regulations » and avoiding their literal interpre- 
tatiori--inost of the sthoolfi madi a good faith ut tempt to elect SAC's fairly repTe- 
scntirig their racial groups. 

In Variance w^itli the teguLatiofls ^ howevor, S of the Ll SAC*s wexe not elected by 
students* In the opinion of thi SAC advisors ^ only S of the schools met the require- 
mant of adequate publicity for SAC m^inbepshlp selection procedures and the SAC activities. 
Finally, the SAC'§ were not all afforded a chance to suggest iiiiproveTnents in the ESAA- 
funded proirams operating in their respective sohools, 

2, Ijow did^ tM _ jM*^_oigtalP _d^l^^I^^ 

Each of the SAC's met onte % laonth or more^ on the average. Seven of the 11 
SAC'S held 10 to 19 fliectings during 19T4-75; 3 others held 20 or more niaetings. 

The SAC*s sponscrad a varLety of educational, social » and otner activities during 
1^74^71, Educational activities included Black History Week, hi^aji relations movliS 
iind prOfjramSj and a yanel discussion on chemical dependency. 

So.^ial octlvltiei Included dances^ fashion shows, inultL-cultural dinners , and 
field trips. 

SAC's also heard student grie\rBnces, and in some schooLs conducted orimtation 
programs for new students. 

Nearly two- thirds of the 128 SAC members responding to a questionnaire believed 
thOir SAC had import ant accOfflplishments during 1974- 7S* In describing their 
accompiishmentSi SAC memteTS often said the improvement of Interracial relations was 
a result af SAC activities. 

About 4 in 10 SAC members said their SAC should be chatiged in subsiquent years. 
Sofna members wanted their SAC to become more active and to accomplish nrore for the 
school. Others wanted greater student involvenient , rooro publicity, or greater 
responsibility for tlieir SAC^ About one-third of the SA.C members did not feel their 
SAC needed change; the remainiai one- fourth were *»uncertaln . " 
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Student Advisory Committees in 
Minneapolis Public Secondarx Schools 
Participating in the 1974-75 
Emergency School Aid Act Project 

DuriTig 1974-75, each of 11 Minneapolis public secondary schools 
participatirig in the Emergency School Aid Act (ESAA) Project had a 
Student Advisor>^ Coimriittee (SAC) . 

Minneapolis public and nonpublic schools were awarded $1,247,256 
for the 1974-^75 school year under the provisions of the Emergency School 
Aid Act^ passed by Congress in 1972. The ESAA has been the federal 
government's primary effort to help solve the instructional and human 
relations problems of school districts, like Minneapolis, undergoing 
planned desegregation. In Minneapolis during 1974-75 ESAA funds were 
used to: (a) pTovide remedial reading for grade 4-6 students in 18 
public elementary schools, (b) provide remedial reading for grade 
7-9 students in 8 public junior highs and 5 nonpublic elementary schools, 
(c) employ Desegregation Counselor Aides in 39 public elementary and 
secondary schools . (For a description of these reading and Counselor 
Aide programs, see the application for 1974-75 ESAA funds ^ written by 
the ESAA Office^ Minneapolis Public Schools, 1974). 

As a condition of receiving federal ESAA funds ^ each of the 11 
Minneapolis secondary scliools participating in the ESAA Project was 
required to establish a Student Advisory Committee, The federal regula- 
tions concemtng SAC's are described in the Student Advisory Conmiittae 
Handbook (Office of Education, 1974). In the 1974-75 Minneapolis ESAA 
application no fimds were allotted for operation of SAC's. The adult 
advisor to each school *s SAC was always an ESAA Desegregation Counselor 
Aide from that school. Desegregation Aides were paraprofessionals trained 
to reduce vaxlous types of conflict in the school, to improve interracial 
relations, and to act as a liaison between the school and the neighborhoods 
from which students were bussed. 

Schools . Eight junior highs had SAC's during 1974-75- Anthony, 
Bryant, Franklin, Jefferson, Jordan, Olson, Phillips, and Ramsey. The 
three senior highs with SAC^s were Central, North, and Washburn, 

Pur pose of SAC's . Office of Education regulations, as described in 
the SAC Handbook , required SAC'S in each secondary school "to aid local 
school destricts in effectively carrying out their funded projects*" The 
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office of Education thereby recognized ''the valuable roles to ho pUym 
hy students and community members in achieving their communitie&^ 
education and desegregation goals'* (HandbOQk, Introduction) . 

The SAC Handbook defined the purpose of SAC as: "(1) to serve as 
an advisor to school district officials on the implementation of tht ESAA 
project; and (2) to develop activities in the school that will enable 
SAC members to fulfill Ctheir) advisory responsibilities ef fecti v©1k'' Cp^^l]. 

Federal ESAA regulations were designed to insure the "immediate 
creation** of SAC's and **to provide the means for a consistent student 
voice in all parts of the ESAA program." These regulations did "riot 
dictate the exact' formation and role of the committees .their actual 
nature s function, and effectiveness depend upon the interest and wniiJiiit- 
ment of local individuals--both students and adults" (Handbook ^ 5) . 

The purpose of this report . At the request of the Minneapolis ESM 
Project Administrator, the Minneapolis Schools^ Research and Evaluation 
Department attempted (a) to discern whether the 11 Minneapolis secondary 
SAC*s followed federal ESAA regulations during 1974-75 and (b) to d^ScHbe 
the 1974-75 operation of these SAC*s. 

Evaluation funding . No new funds were allotted for this non^raqialrad 
study of SAC'S, in addition to the $16,000 budgeted for the Reseawh md 
Evaluation Department's evaluation of the 1974-75 ESAA Counselor Aide 
and reading programs. 

Sources of information concerning the ESAA Student Advisory C giTOittees^ 
Data for this report were obtained from two questionnaires given in May, 1975. 
The Ques tionnaire for Adult Advisor of an ESAA S tuden t Advisory Cgmnnittee 
was completed by one advisor at each of the 11 secondary schools. TThis 
advisor questionnaire, along with tabulated responses, is reproduced &s 
Appendix A to this report. The Questionnaire for Member of an ESA A Stud eji^ 
Advisory Committee (SAC) was administered to student members at moh school: 
114 of a total across-schools membership list of 168 completed this 
questionnaire, for an overall return rate of 68%. The student questionnaire, 
along with tabulated responses, is reproduced as Appendix B. 

DID THE STUDENT ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
' FOLLOW FEDERAL ESAA REGULATIONS DURING 1974-75? 

The Handbook regulations set forth a detailed committee membership 

"selection process. The goal for each school was to elect an SAC which is 
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"a true cross section of the entire student commuTiiity. * J' (p. 3), 

Table 1 shows the composition and other chariictoristics of the 11 

Minneapolis secondary SAC^s, Schools A, B, and C are senior highs; Schools . 

D through K are junior highs. The respondents included 33 merabers of senior 

high SAC'S and 95 members of junior high SAC's, 
Federal regulations required that: 

1 , Each SAC m ust have at l east 6 niembers, and consist of equal numbers 
of students from eac h racial/ethnic group '^substa ntially represented' * 

(p. 2) in the school . 

Each of the 11 schoals had at least 6 members. SAC membership ranged 
from 8 to 30, with a mmn of about 15 members per schobK 

Whether an SAC's membership met the requirement of equal racial repre= 
sentation depends on the interpretation of the term, ^''substantially repre- 
sented." The Handbook does not suggest when a racial group is large enough 
(in absolute size, or proportion of the student body) to warrant a delegation 
to the school -s SAC* 

Literally interpreted, the Handbook would not ^llow an SAC to seat racial 
delegations differing In size. Given such a literajl interpretatioii, for 
example, the lone Asian American in School E's SAC should not have been seated, 
since delegations from other races each numbered four. Also, accOTding to 
the Pupil Personnel Sight Cou nty 1974-75 (Information Service Center, Minnea- 
polis Schools, 1974), School E's Asian American SAC mambcr was also the only 
Asian American in the school. Therefore, also, tho Handbook regulations^ . 
literally read, would probably not allow seating on the SAC the sole repre- 
sentative of a race, because that race is not "substantially represented J* 

Given the ambiguity of the regulations, and aTOWlng their literal 
interprutation^-most Minneapolis ESAA secondary schools made a good faith attempt 
to elect SAC'S fairly representing their racial groups. In 8 of tlie 11 SAC's, 
Black and White students were represented equally. In 3 schools--C, J, and 
K--the Handbook regulations for SAC composition wwe followed literally. The 
evaluator found that in only 2 schools^-H and K--wa$ a ^'substantially repre- 
sented-' group of 25 or more (namely. Native Americans) without any repre- 
sentation. In School H, Native American students mmbmed 42, or S% of the 
student body. In School Native Americans numbered 25 (3%). 

2, The members of each SAC ^'shall be selected the student body or 
the student governments ^ Cp ^ 2) of each school, 

Tablo 1 shows that 6 of the 11 schools met this requirement. Among the 

5 schools without a student-elected SAC, 2 schools had SAC's appDirited by 
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Table I 

Selected Ch*met§riy ties of 197^4-75 iSAA Studeat Advisoi^ CoEmlttea 
in Minneapolis Public Secoadary Schools 
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?lotj,-*T4bl^ I ^howi XSS reipofldtnts instead of thm llh rapartad Ifl the taxt (p* 2), Thase lU additi 
to achoai J-g SAC ia >feys 1975 1 or else oiefflbera of %M lajfge 50*®ft«b#r SAC in School K whera a smill ^-n 
SAC huEimm, tia i^tol Kj, the SAC itearlni eowpiitt^^ was coniidered the official SBAA SAC, 

^An additioiml 5 i^tiadenti 'from School C were Sp^ttiilt^awmmad, 1 itudent from Sohool A was Asian AaBrican 
aod 1 stud^ixfc fic^m School Q vas Aiian AEBerican, 

^Inforaation m% pm'M^. 
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the SAC'S adult advisorj 1 school had an SAC appointed by teachers, and the 
rumairiing 2 achool-S Hylected mcmlvers from those rL-'sponJing to a call for SAC 
part i clput ioM, Table 1 shows that whether or not a school had a student gov- 
ermnont was unrelated to whether or not that school had a student-olected SAC. 

3 . SAC Tnem bership solect lon (an d ouher SAC activities) must be 
adequately jubHciz e cj in newspiiper^ and other public announcements . 

The flandbook calls for adequate publicity both before and aftei 
students are chosen. In the opinion of 5 advisors, adequate publicity 
in school newspapers and/or other pul^lic announcements was provided for 
selection of SAC menibers and for their activities throughout the yearj 4 
advisors felt publicity was inadequate; 2 advisors gave no answer. 

4. Each school^s SAC must have ^-an opportunity to select. members 
of the districtwide advisory c ommittee-' (p. 2) . 

For membership on this Districtwide SAC, each SAC, or "at least one 
representative" from that SAC, must have a chance to select ■■at least one 
nonminority, student and an equal number of ... students from each 
minority group substantially represented in the community" (p. 2)* 

At least one questionnaire respondent from each school identified himself/ 
herself as a member of the Minneapolis Districtwide SAC^ and 10 schools had at 
least 2 Districtwide I'epresentati ves who answered the SAC questionnaire. 
Because students were not asked to identify their own race on their 
questionnaires, however, it was impossible to determine the racial/ethnic 
composition of each school *s delegation to the Districtwide SAC, 

Junior high SAC's seem to have had a disproportipnately high re- 
presentation on the Districtwide SAC- While 46% (44) of the junior high 
respondents claimed membership on the Districtwide SACi only 16% (5) of 
the senior high respondents claimed such membership. 

5 . Admin is tratj^ye and staff persons from the variQusnnmponents of 
each district's ESAA Project must periodically consult with SAC's , 
affording the SAC^s a chance to make recommendations for the improve ment 
of the E^SAA project^ 

As stated on p . 2 of the Handbook , "representatives of the [the local 
educational] agency will periodically consult with student advisory 
committees. . .concerning matters relevant to the [BSAA] program, project^ 
or activity* * * " 

According to th© SAC advisors, only 6 of the 11 ESAA secondary schools 
heard presentations explaining the components of the Minneapolis ESAA 
Project; namely, the two reading programs and the Desegregation Counselor 
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Aides Pirogi'am- Only 2 advisoTs indicated that their S^C's inad ma^e 
recommendations for the ImprovetTEent of the ESM Teadinj or Dosegr^gatlon 
CDtinsel^r Aide pro grams . 

Wh^n siked, "Has your scliool SAC this year madi aaiy suggesticns for 
improvement o£ your school?,'' no students listed changies iii OSAA programs 
among their SAC s suggestions . 

OnlJ 24 Cl9%) of the 128 stiident respondents said they could describe 
the ES/KA reading progTams. Ml, oi^ nearly all. of the 95 SAC rmenibers 
representing junior highs should h^ve been familiar wi-th the ESAA. reading 
programs J hioweveij since (a) tho^e progrsins operated i^ e^ch stsch scloolj 
and Ct) the regulations requiT©d that SAC's be periodi cal ly cor^suJted con-- 
CeTning all ESAA progTams operating in their schools. 

Se\/€ml of the 24 studerits ^ho said th ay could describe thp ESM 
readiiig programs in fact could net, Vtfhftn tliese students ^ere a-sk«d 
to provide a brief written description of tlie readlTig proitanis (^'What 
methods and materials ... ? IVhat _3tLiderLts is the Prosrarai ainied a=t?* *) , one 
student said, "it is for all the [n^aine' of s chooij studant^J^ A^no^heT 
apparently thought the purpose of thesa prajrams waa ''to let the Blacks 
and Indians artd Whites together* *' 

TTia actual purpose of the ESAA^ reading prog^ama wss to Improve the 
readijig coir^rehefision of the poo Jest achieving readers in th^ school ^ using 
audio -\fiJua.l teach.ing machines and sevreral curriculuin juatfii^ials (BSM 
Office, ^'Apjlicati6n for 4974-75 Assistance*..," 1974)^ 

tinders tm ding of the Desagregatioii Course lo* Aide Pregram deemed 
general 15^ hrlder and more satisfactoT)^^ perhaps because tlifi SM inatn 
adviser was in every cme p. Desegreiat ion A^ide* 

Alniost half (44%] of the student TespDndeiits pi^ovi^ded a brdef 
description showing that thay understood at least same pa*t cf ^h^ Counsel or 
Jlide' s » The most frequent ^'espDn^es were similar to ^ '-They v^ork to 
aid desegrejat don" (21 raspondonts) j afid, '»They help student ^ vsrith problems" 
(IS respondents)^ 

Stjjd&ftt m^^ership in orfflniiatiors other thj^n the^ Tlie SAC, 

m a tru^ e^oss section cf each school studeTit bodyj would presumably 
include Jeaclors and members o£ various school organiEat iot^s. SAC members 
ivere The^'efore asked whether they belonged to any oarganizations ^ teamSj 
clubs In thalr school^ besides the SAC^ ^'\niong junior h igh respondents ^ 
4S% belonged to pthcr school groups ] 79% of senior high members belonged 
to other School groups, 
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SA.C menilmr s wor^ a. Iso asked df they wqtq "the leader (presideTit, 
editcr, captam j otc] cf any orgonizatloii , tcain, or club'* in their school 
baslclos the Skc , Of th« j»inior high respoTidGJits, 1^% held such JeadDr- 
slnip positiom. Ncar*l>^ ha3f (42% ^ of the lenior higli respondents led 
school groups. 

In short, niarxy but no* all SAC members w^re members or leaders of 
school iroups otheT char t tie SAC^ with senior high SAC members more often 
iriivolve<l than junior high SAC members in such non-SAC groups* 

{■m THE STUDENT ADVISOFY CON«irTTEES 
OPERATE DURING 1974-75? 

Th^ SAC Handbpoic makes general suggestions for committee operation 
and activities; for mrdi^imi that committees meet frequently and regularly* 
S^veri oi the U schools held 10 to 19 meellings during 1974-75; 3 others 
h^ld 20 or more meotings. In one school, the S/^C met as a class ever/ 
da^y, receiving Gredit for course wrk in human'relatioii-skills building 
artd the study of various rsclal/ethnic groLips ^ 

Wlmat te^e the Actimt les o J the SAC'S ? 

Dua^ing 1974=7Sj theSAC's sponsor&d, or engaged in, a variety of 
educational, social^ and o^her activities, 

Bdtjcational Mttvl tlg^ . Adult advrisoi in 6 schools indicated their 
SA-C had sponsortjd cdLicational programs such as speakers or discussioii 
groups. Two SAC'S helped plan Black Hi stoiy Week progmms; three SACU 
sponsored movies deal ing with hunaan relswions^ Other activities included 
a panel discussion on cjnemical dependency^ a reading semlnaT^ and the 
planning of a humaJi relations program. 

Social gtctivitie.s. Nearly half (5) of tho SAC^s sponsored dances. 
Ot hor* SAC- BponsQred s=Qcial activities included fashion shows (5 schools), 
fioldtyips (2 schCDl s) ^ ethnic or inul t i-cultural dinners (2 schools], 
a rolloy s kating p£irt3^ (1 school)^ a talent show (1 school)^ and a diving 
exhibition (1 sch.Del) , 

Ottier activltaes , In 8 schools, tie SAC*^s listened to student com- 
pl<iintsl e,g,, from a suggestion box, from delegations of students 
who attended SAC nieet inga* In one schocl, the SAC gave a questionnaire 
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to students to assess their grievances. In another school, SAC inembers 
rec&iv^ed student complaiiit s and then aiiswered theni in the school newspaper, 

In additiDn to the activities previously nient lone d, SAC's sponsored 
activities such as* m. oTientation prograni for all Incoming 7th grade 
students j a committee to welcome new students; fund-raiseTS C^^g,^ a bake 
salSj a contest, a game)] a clean -up^the-school cGmjaigii; a bike hike; 
Dr a^ v^isit to the SAC's at other schools. 

What yei^e the Acconiplishnie ^ts of the SAC's ? 

During 1974-75, niembeTS of the ^ SAC* s made a nuinbeT of suggestions 
for improvement of school programs, They also believed their SAC's 
had important accompllshnieiits. 

^s noted earlier the SA.C*s in general did not apparentl>" malce suggestions 
for the improventent of the ESAA reading or Desegregation Cotiaselor Aide 
progTams. According to the SAC advisors in 10 of 11 schools^ hovrever, 
the S/^C's suggested improvenients in school programs or policies other than 
ESM. 

As reported by those advisors j SAC suggestions for school intprovenient 
included more social activities ^ the astablishmeiit of a studoiit council^ 
a suggestion bo^j a survey of students concerning school rules and discipliiiis 
the improvement of student-staff coimnunicatioii^ a policy allo-wing students 
to choose their own auditoriiim seats ^ a policy allovvlng students to 
spend more time In the lunchTOom, 

About tTO-thirds (78) of the student respondents also described the 
sxiggestions their SAC's had inade. These suggestions concenied (a) the 
iinprovenient of school activities or social life (reported by 23 students); 
(b) the Improvantent of the school btiildiTig (17 students) ; (c) the 
improvement of interTacial relations (7 students]; (d) tjie improvement 
of fund-raising activities (7 students); Ce) the Improvement of school 
food (6 students); (f) the iinpTOvement of student-teachet relations 
(2 students) ; and Cg3 other Improyentents (13 students)* 

The SAC member^, were also asked, "Has your school SAC this year had 
aiiy important accomplishments? (In other words * havo any actLial changes 
Or new activities occurred in your schDol as a result of SAC activities?)'' 
Nearly tw-o-thirds C64%) ansHrered '»Yes'' to this question. NeaTly all (79) 
of these students were also able to describe one such accompldshmeiit , 
For 26 students, one important SAC accompl ishment was the sponsoring of 
social activities ♦ In describing social activities as an accomplishment ^ 

8 
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studonts often added that these events succes sfuiHy^ pronioted integration 
in their school. Another 12 students actual 1 J s^pDcified the iinprovcmont 
of race relations, in itself, us ore lniport:an^ SAC iiccoinpl ishment . Other 
accomplisliinents reported by students inclucSed fund--Taising eveiits for 
various causes (menticned by 8 students) ; imp^'ov^cmeiit of school progranis 
(8 students); improvenent of the school in geJieral (6 students]; iDiproveinent 
of food C6 studerits); and a studeiit OTi&ntaticri program (3 students). 
Twelve students cited otheac accoinpJisliin&iits, 

\Vhat Suggestions Did Student Ees pond&Tits Msfeke 
for the Impyovenient of SAC O pcratiQn ? 

SAC meiiibers were asked, *'Do you think th^ SJ\C in your school should 
be ehanged in an/ wBy next year?" khmt 4 in 10 (41%) of all 128 respondents 
answered **Ves/- about orLe-thi^d (30%) answered '*^o/' and the remaining 
OTie-fourth (28%) were "Uncertain," 

Among the 89 studerits adding coninjerits to explain their response 
to this question^ 17 wnted tlieir SkC to b&coro more active and to get 
more accoitiplished for the school, Other r^cofluneiida^ions for SAC change 
included getting inoTe people dnvolved [stigges^ed by 8 students); getting 
more publicity for SkC activities O stiicieatsj; dinpi'ovlng the organization 
and planning of SAC activities O ^tudeTits) ; :^ec3uit:ing moTa responsible 
or more dedicated members C6 students); cbt airiinj more power and respon- 
sibility foi the SAC (5 studerits), Othe^ 1 es5 farequent suggestions in- 
cludad having more maetiiigs, a larger budget, and developiiig greater 
cooporaticin with faculty and other sctioo-3 sta£f* 

senior high SAC iiieinlDers vvere *bout twi<e as likel)^ as junior high 
members to want change tii their SAC's future opeTation* Tv/o-^thirds (641) 
of the 33 senior high respondents^ but only orte-thir^d C34%3 ^f the 95 junior 
high respondents, answered ''Yes'* t^ thD question ^ "Do y^ou think the SAC 
in your school should be cKanged,.." . ^ 

SAC members in schools with student gonfeCTments were twice as 
likely as members in school s witliout student governnient to want change 
in their SAC's operatj.on . Half (S&l) of the 69 xespondents in schools with 
student governments, but oaly 251 c^f the respondents in scliools without student 
government s^ answered ''Yes'* to tie question about the need for SAC change* 

9 
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In conclusion, MiiiTieapolis SAC's engaged in a variety of activities 
during 1974-75 that seem relevant to improving interxacial relations in 
schools. Unfortunate ly^, sonii SAC*s seem to have operated in variance with 
ESAA Tegulations regaTding SAC*s» paTticularly, those regulatioas reqtiiririg 
student-el a:ted meinbeTs, and oppDrtUTiities for SAC's to suigest improvements 
in ESAA-funded prugTaiDS operatiiig in their schools* 

Those reading this report should remember, however, that the Minneapolis 
ESAA Project Administxator requested this stud^ of SAC's* Hopefully, the 
results presented in this report will be us&d to bring SAC's into closer 
accord with ESAA regulatioiis and witJi their overall goal of improving 
prograni in desegregated schools , 
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^answering each question 

SAC-A 
5/75 



<l-7) 



7 0 



Your code niii^ber 
(do not fill In) 



Minsitapelii Pa^llc Schoolt 
^efltiarifmiare for Adu lt idvijor o_f ftp 

(if thgr^ is ftpre than one flflviior» one 
Should ctiQ^iii to Till puL this qugsti onnaliNe) 



Please fane your ichooL* 
Write ye^u" m^mi 



Return to; 
^ul Higgins (Tel, 3W-Hili*0) 
BaBeajTCh and EvmlUfition Dept* 
Minneapolis Public Schoola 
007 Bl* i* Broadway 
Minneapolis, m 



Write your job title i X 1 -De § egr ega t ion Cmm e 1q t 

Aide 

(8) Do you share r#BponJilbi3 Ity for advisli^ th^ Stuflent 
Advlaory Csmnlttiea (^C) in your school w^tti ary 
othar adult (a )1 

10 1 Yes ^ 

2 Hq 

(9-13) If y©u BMverad "Yaa" to (8), pleMt live the 
rMe(s) and job title (s) of tha other mC 
advlsor(f); 

Haaei - . 

Naraei . . - ._ _- _- 

Title I gi^Begegregatlon Counge lQy Aide 

(lU) Are yoii the maid advisor of the SAC ia yaur school? 
P 1 Yes 
I 2 No 

8 3 I am an equal eo^dvisor with I 



K^n^erahip Selectloii 

(20) How were mernheri of the salacted In your 
Jchool thia year? Pleaat check one! 

6 1 Elected W the whole student body 

O g fleeted by the itudant |overnffi€nt {©r student 
counoll) 

O 3 Elected by Bom catfef^* fi>©\ip* Please specify t 



g ^ Ap-poirited "by a p^w: ^ dt' ^'roup. 
Please ffpaclfy* ________ 



Naiie(s) of eo-advieoi^iT^ 

(15) Dd you have a atudent ioverBn^nt (for ©^tsn^lei i 
atudant council) in your sehpol in addition to the 

A 1 Yea 
g 2 Ho 
SAC He^tlagg 

(16) About how mai^ mtetlngs of your school SaQ vrnfm toaJi 
during the 19?U^75 school year? (^ere ajri 38 wm^m 
in the school yeWr) Check ones 

0 None 



0_ 

T 
1 



One to fQui^ 
Five to nine 
Ten to ninataan 
Twenty to twenty-*nine 

2 

(it) Md you hold your 
ichool tlma? 

11 1 Yes 

0 2 m 

(18) If you ansvered "fe" to (17), please ej^HLn vhy 

your SAC did note ineet in aohool durloi iehool t^imi 



io^^^B cS^lt ned ( NA ) 
you teld your SAC meetlngi in 



school during 



(ig) During which scrath in the 197^*75 school y©8r 414 
you h&y^ your first meating? Write the month 
in the blank belowsSept* - k Dec* - 1 

L NA Oct. - ^ ' Jau, - 1 13 



^ g Selected by another method* Pleasa describe i 
1-Teagher appointed s g^S^C select ed 
from those wh.o volunteered . 

(SL) Vere steps taken oe that your BAQ would have about 
aqi^l nuabeFS of studanta froiD each raciat/ethsilc 
group "eubatantially reprieented'" In your achooll 
(ror exafrple, if your sehool ha a fairly large 
flunibera of White Aniiriaanj Blac^c American, and 
iadlan Anierican atudentSj mm the SAC selected to 
that each group would ha\^i about the eanae imsfeer 
of SiAC ioejifters?) 

9 1 Yea 

5_ _g No 

(ga-as) If yoy answered "Yes" to (il)j then plaai^ 

iaaerlbe the st#pg taken to insure tqual racial 
representat ion* 

2--Affcar eleetlorij top vote-gettefs from 

each race became MO TOembers, 
2*AppDlnted equal representat ion from each 

race 

3^^eed for reelal bala^nce was explained 

to itudents t^efort elaetion 
l^Atiswar unclear l^By chaticei represen- 

tegeriytlon of Year SAC tatiDn. W^B eqUfll. 

Hsw mw student metibiri aid yam have tn your aaho^ol's , 

SAC tb^a year? Write this total In the box belowi 



the total nua^er of SkC ae^ei^s (26-*l7)f 
Ng^^ake this total >ad break it doyn 3_dif feregt_fflyaj 



Hov Bmny memheri were^-=» 



»l&le 



yirt&li 



(30-31) 



Ifafw !*ny SAC membera wefe--^ 



} * 1 7t1i graders 


(33-33) 


j^jl) 8tji graders 


(3U^^5) 


I^^J 9th graders 


(35^37) 


lOth ^aders 


(3B-39) 


1* ) lltH graders 


(liO-Ul) 


I * mth graders 




[ * Othar. Please 




jpecif^i 




^-See Tatle 1 





White Ameriei.n 
Hack Amerifiain 



Hatlvf American. 
(Indian or Firi^ Ainerica 

Danish- surm.Bed (Si^53 
AseFlc&n (for escaoqile, 
ChieanOj Pmerto Ricanj 
latin AQeriean) 

i\gias ABerican (5^*55 
(fdr njUB^lWf Chifiiiei 
Js^TTieseg ICofeio) 

Other* Flebse •peclfyi 



Sm§ other side of this 



Appendix A (continued) 
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The AGtlyities of Your SAC This Yeaj- 



TbLa year*— 

<58) yaw SAC hoar & prestatatlan eKplalnlng bath 
li^ ft^e^eama In your seto^L, the ESAA Rsedlng 
^QffEW arei the ESAA Dese^epbtlon Counflelar Aide 

11 1 Yea 

0 a ite 

(59) yam' MC haar process report i on these two 
Ei^ ftogmsiB (sn i.ddt.tloR to any first pyesen^ 
tatlon estpLsining tht Pr^^^ss)? 

A 1 Yes 

5 a No 

C€0) Did your ni^ka aay le comae ndat ions for the 

iiiproveaent of E8M Beading or Defie^e^tlon 
Couiiselor Aide PrDgrafftj? 

g 1 Yes 

9 a No 

(6l*6£) If you answered "Yea" to (i*3)f please deacrlba 
one suoh sii£gei$tlon ' 

l^Equal pDWer for the S^C amd itudeat 
government Ct,g. ^ Student Senate) 

2 -Irrelevant answer 



(63) IHd yoiu* SAC mkm recomfflendatioiis for the i^rovenant 
of schoQl pre^timl amd poltctas other _t_han ESAA? 

1^0 1 Yas 

Ig ffe 



{6U-65) If you anjvered "^km" to {^6)s pleaie describe 
one such iusees'tlon^ 
2*2ktore ao'^Ri activities I'-iUggeitton liox 
l^Survey of students concerning sehooL CTilea 

and discipline (v^etoefl adTnlnistration) 
1-Start a student council 
l^Better itudent^staff □otwrninication 
l*Students shDuld choDSe own seats in 
auditorium; after this ms allwed^ 
monitored auditorium progranis 
1-ALlow students to spead raort time in 
2hroom* 

Did yow SAO iponSDr iQ^ ^^^tiinal programs in 

classes?! 
6 1 Yes 
5_2 Ho 



(67-68) If you answered "Y€i*' to (^9), ple&ae describe 
one such educa.tionfil pTDgrsm; 

^-Community resource people came to schDol to 
speak with BAC (ani others?) (e^g*, police, 
youth workers, clergy, etc*) 

l-Blaek History Week program 

l-Halped plan hufflan relations programs 

l*Help#d start a reading seminar 

1*-Films on huran relatiofis ^shown to SAC only? 

l«Movle for whole schoal 
Impanel discussion on chemical dependency 

1-Helped plan Black Hietory week 



EMC 



21 

14 



(6g) Did your SAC tponaor any aecial aetlvitiea for the 
entire sehoolj such as danaes^ pienics, or tripe? 

10 1 Yai 

1 2 Ro 

(70-71) If you answered "Yes" to (52) j please daseribe 
one such soolal activity^ 

5 -Dance Sometimei in cooper'- 

2 - Field trips at ion with student 
l*Talent show . 
l-RoUer skating government or other 

3- Fashion show school groups 

1- piving exhibition 

2- Ethnic dinner (e.g*| multicultural dinner . 

soul food 

(72) Did your SAC listen to student eoi^liints (ft^B a 
sufgestlon box, for e3ffii^le)t 

8 1 Yes 

^ a No 

(73-7^+) If you ansvered "Yes" to (55)* please deaertt^e 
hov coR^lBlntB Q&f!m to be diisussed by the 
BAC I 

S-^Reviewed hy SAC^ or SAC subcommittee 
l-Answered in school new simper 
1-Students came to SAC meetings to dlseuse 

frievance 
_ uggestlon box 

1 -Informal 5 by word of mouth (rumor?) 
1-Took a paper-and-pencil poll of students 

(7p) Were tl^iri other SAG activities Iti your school 
besides those listed above? 

Yea 

h g m 

(76-77) If you angered "Yes" to (58), please deaorlbi 
the activities s 

l-*Visit Other SAC's and schools 
l*Fund raisers (esg., bake aalSj game or 

contest J dinner 
1-Welcome new studenti 

1-Planned and carried out orientation far 

incoming 6th graders 
1-pSAC helped resolve a crisis in school 

1- ^Clean^up^of-sehool campaign 

i^Bike hike 1-Collected for Unit%d Way 

Publicity 

(78) Do you feel that t^ ielectlon of SAC memberi aad 
the setlvltles of yom' iAC this year were ilvea 
adequate publicity in aahool ^wspapers and/or 
other public announeafflentsl 

1 Yes 

^ g Jfo 

(79-80) If you answered "Yes" to (61), please describe 
how SAC meffA^erihlp selection was publicised: 

2- School newspaper 

3- Posters 
Ji-Bulletlns 

3-Public address announeernents 
i-Balleti posted 
2*Announcements in c^jLssrooms 
l-Notlces to teachers 

1-Slgn-up sheet \ 



11^128 ^respondents. Entries 
are %*m oF respondents who 
i^nswered the question, 

.5/r5 
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Icr 





Appendix B 

Minneapolli Pub lie aehoQlB 
^eatlsnnalre for M aE^ar of ftn 



be^r MembGrp 

FleaBa halp ua by anawering this que stlonnairs right now* We are atudyii^ 
tm i^etiyltles of Studant AdviiPfy Commlttee» (^C'a) In MlnneapQlls» We would 
llfea to kmw mora about yoyg SAC and about ^ffi as SAC meE^er, You smm that 
vi dD not ftsk your rmma, so your answers will b© anonynous* 



pfflnltlons 
In the questions belew-- 
^0 stands for Studant Advlaenf Cog^lttte 
ESM stands for the Emerginoy gglieojL Aid Aot » which la 
a red<iral lav to help seheol eystemfl Ilk© MlnneapQlii 
that are undargQlng racial deatgreifttlpn* 

(6) rou \^v^ t^o EBkA Bfograms in youi* iGhool, an ESAA 
Reading Program and an E^A Desegregation Counselor 
Aide ft^opram. 

Do 7/011 feal that your school SAG has ar^ voice or 
say In how* thaae two prograins are opamted? 



1 Xm 

2 No 



5 

13 



k2% 
26 
U7 
21 

5 



3 I don't know 

^^Not ascertained (Nft)^2 respondents 

(7) Can you daserl^e the E^ Readlni Program in your 
school? 

_1 Yas 

If you answerad "Yes" to (7), pleaga brief^ 
deacrlba this Beading T^opfafn* (VHiat methods 
and matei'lftls are used? What students Is the 
PrGgram alaed at? (No coaching, plaasap) 

Uses nachinei 

Uses iptcial book etc* 

Helps slovrer readers 

Helps students with reading 

Pandaniental misunderitandlng 

Other 

(ll*.) Can you dt *erlbe the E8AA Daaap^egfttlon Covnsilor 
Aide Pro^ani (Conflict Resolution Rro©"am) In your 
school? 



5T 



2 !?o 



NA^l 

(15-20) If you answered "Yes" to please brief^ 

descrlba this Desegregation Aide ^^^prao* 
What do Aides do? Vfhat are their goals? 
(Ho coaching, please I) 

27% Helps studanta vlth problems 
2 Helps minority students w^/apecial problems 
Helps students get along 
^Ik with or relate to itudents 
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7 
13 

9 



V/ork to aid desegregation 

Guide SAC actlvitlas 

Help make school a better place 

Other 



m^73 

*lnaludei 11^^ respondents from the official 
membership list plus Xk additional merabers not 
on the liat. See Note to ^ble 1, p. 
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(Si) Has your school SAC this ym^ m^'e. my luggesttons 
fofT li^rovement of ESAA Progir^s©^ tntproveaient of 
your school? 



62i 
3 



I Yes 

a No 



NA^2 



(S2*^it) If you answered "Yes" to 01} ^ please daicrlhe 
gng such suggestion! 

Improve Building 9% fmd rslslng 



22% 

8 
12 
18 



Improve food 
Activities 
Social 



9 
3 

17 



Iinp* mm relations 
%m^^ a tudent /teacher 
relations 

(25) In your opinion, has your a^hi^Cil MO thia year had 
any i^ortant acco^llshmsntM^ (tnt othir words , 
have any actual changes tJ^ ac^tlvttlaa ocourred 
in your school as a result of SAC actlvltiei?) 



6U3 

31 



J. Yes 

a Ho 



If you answered *'Yas" to pl^iase deaorlbe 

ona such important accoitp^iithiiii^njbs 



33% Sodlal 

8 Food 
15 Improve race 

relations 

k Orientation 
10 Fund raising 



8^ Improve school 
10 Othe^r programs 

15 wmr 



(ig) About how Eoai^ fnee tings of yimr mbc^l B^C have you 
attended this year (thera ar^ 3ft we^gka Iri the 
seheol year*) Check one: 

6^ None 
Ik One to rour 
15 _ Five to nine 

Ten to ninataen 
Twenty to twenty*nlne 
^irty or n©re NA^l 
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(30) Are you the student leader C^mMmXs cj^lraBa) 
of the SAC in ymir school? 

5^ Yes 
Jlj m 1^=1 

(31) Are you a mei^er of the SSAA Milif lq:t«^ld« i^dvlsai^ 
Comftlttee consisting of stu^^nt^ tm^ the BAO*§ 

of all Minneapolis ESAA publi^c H^^XkmW 



m 

62 



I Yes 
a No 



m^2 



See Qthntf H^m «f t^ls pag©" 
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(31 ) How would you rfte the degree to vhlsh the stud©?it 
i^i^mr aad adult sdvllors of ^6^ 8011501 SAC all 
listen to eaeh otherf Cheek one I 

Sfi 1 BEcelleiit 
3^ g Very go^ 
22 3 Good 
1^ h Fair 
2 g Poor 

0 6 Ven^ poor HA^O 

(3S) Ift yeuF opinion, how rmich influence doai yaw SAC 

^vt aiTSDng the studants in yovs- school? (in other 

words, do students kwsw wl»t the $hO has auggeited, 
and do they fellow these suggeitionat) 

X ^rtremej^ great influence 
P e ^Vary great influenoe 
].3_ ^ Great infliienee 
38_ _U h4odei^te influenca 
\f) 5 illght influenee 
LP 6 Very alight iaTluenee 
5_ ? Ho l^luence at all j^j^-j 

(31*) In your opinioni how miieh influenQe doei yow SAC 
lave among the adults In your iehpolt (in other 
worde, d© adulti know what tha iAC has iuggeit^i 
and do they follow those suggastionst) 

1 ^tremely ^eat Inf luence 

LI g Very ©feat influence 

l8 3 Great irtfluence 

%k k Hederate influenee 

LP 5 illght iitfluenet 

LI 6 Very illght Influence 

LO 7 iCo influenee at all ^ 

(3^) Do you think the BkC in your eohoe^l should be 
changed in any way ne%t year? 

y£i res 

Uncertain j^^Q 



Appendix B (continued) 

Some Perional linJf^QyMgttAon We Heed 



7 
9 
2 
2 
9 

2 

6 
26 



36^le) If you answered "Yet" or "Uncertain" to (35) » 
pltase explain i 

Nfore active-get something accomplished 
Mere organized "bettir planning 
M&re reapDnsible & dedleat^d membera 
MDre people InvDlved 
Need moTe money 
Meet & CDopewte with faculty 
Nbre pub 11 city for SAC 
MDja meetings 

fcfore pCTfer & respDnaibillty 
NA-39 
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(Us) ^ you beieni year to any other organisations, 
tean^s or eiu^ii in tiia aahool (biBidei the Student 
Advisory Co-mltti^* or ^c)f 

5^ I Yea^ 



2 No NA^O 

{kk^9) If you ^ttw^red "Yei" to (U3), plaate list up to 
tiufae swt^h wganliatiens, t©ama or elutoii 

16^ BAR 

29 Student Oovernment 
71 Other 

0 None NA-59^ 
(50) Are you th« Ma^^ar (preaidtnt, editor, captain, 
ete*) of mt Orfiitti^ation, taaia of cLub in your 
school (beisW^^ teht BAc) this year? 

20^ 1 Yes 

80 a Ho m^o 

(51-56) If you aniW^^^ad "Yea" to (50), plaaae deaorlhe 
your lea^^t^Mp p©sltion(s)i 

k7^ Wag mt tn or^niiatlcn 
2 Student government leader 
17 Other le^^er 
33 ingroup3^ but not leader 

NA^lOa 



Ttonk you for fiUlng out this questlonnalra 



